Caledonian Primary School
Newsletter
Tuesday 5th November, 2019

Calendar
Swimming

Thursday 7th – Curriculum Day

November

Friday 8th – Ballarat Show Day Holiday
Monday 11th – Friday 15th – Scholastic Book Fair
Tuesday 12th – Prep Ecolinc excursion
Friday 15th- Trivia Night
Thursday 21st- Saturday 23rd – Energy Breakthrough
Wednesday 27th – Bakers Delight Lunch





APPRECIATIONS
Thank you to our Brekkie Club volunteers
Thank you to families who attended and students who participated in the Brown Hill
Festival
Thank you to Melanie Scott, Ange Howard and Sarah Coppens for assisting with the
netball teams this season.

To the School Community,
Last week our school had a review with a team of representatives from both Caledonian PS and external
principals from other schools, a regional representative and an external reviewer. This was a wonderful
opportunity to celebrate the successes and begin planning for the future of our school. The review team
had made observations in classrooms, analysed school level data, interviewed parents, students and
teachers as well as validating our self-assessment on progress against the Victorian Framework for
Improving Student Outcomes.
There was much to celebrate with Caledonian PS implementing a range of strategies to improve outcomes
including the Professional Learning Communities framework- designed to allow teachers to analyse
student achievement data, set goals, reflect and improve upon practice and use high impact teaching
strategies in every classroom. Also the introduction of School Wide Positive Behaviour Support ensuring a
safe and orderly environment for every child to learn.

In addition it was noted that Year 3 achievement in reading showed 55% of students well above the
National average and 89% were above national minimum standard in writing. Year 5s also showed great
success in reading with 42% well above National average and 97% above the National minimum standard.
In Maths Caledonian PS year 5 students had more students well above the National average than schools
with similar characteristics and in all areas the review noted an upward trend or maintained standard of
student growth over the 4 year period.
In simple terms the teachers have been doing a really good job!
Before the end of 2019 I will be working with staff to set the actions for the next 4 years in the new
strategic plan. This will determine the educational direction the school will be taking to ensure students at
Caledonian continue to get excellent opportunities to learn. I hope this work will be completed before the
final school council meeting so we can approve the plan before Christmas!
I have been involved in Energy Breakthrough for 4 years. It really is a fantastic festival celebrating student’s
innovation, perseverance and health. The students work in a team to pass safety checks, complete a 10-15
minute presentation and race for hours on a street race track in three wheeled Human Powered Vehicles.
Now I haven’t ridden a bike since the 90’s so I can’t comment on how difficult the actual race is, but I can
say it’s hugely exciting! I would encourage all of you to pop out to Maryborough over the Energy
Breakthrough weekend and have a look for yourselves. I can recommend “Crash Corner” which is at the
end of the main straight- not because of the crashes but the speed at which the kids fly through the turns.
The race concludes at around 12 on Saturday the 23 rd of November-and is probably the best time to see
the satisfaction on the teams faces!
Recently our students participated in the Brown Hill Festival. They performed on stage to a crowd of a few
hundred community members and did an incredible job. The festival itself was a huge surprise to me,
although I live in Ballarat, I have spent the past 4 years working out of town and have not been keeping
abreast of the local events calendar. The festival is a testament to the strong community spirit in the
Brown Hill area.
This term we have introduced a formal Bus roll for our bus travellers. To ensure we know who is on the bus
each afternoon and to break up the wait time for students. I have been getting some fantastic “gaming”
advice from the bus travellers including what PlayStation games I should buy next, hints for beating level
bosses and which games have the best narratives. Thanks bus travellers for the tips but I think I’ll pass on
farming simulator as it seems way too hard!
Finally this week after 30 years of service to the Brown Hill and Caledonian Primary schools Pam Thacker is
announcing her retirement. Pam has seen many changes over many years and in the few weeks I have
been here she has been a huge support, particularly in matters of finance and school process. Pam will be
there to help us finish 2019 and I am sure will be missed as we start 2020!
Have a great and safe long weekend!
Ben Moody
Acting Principal

CPS Trivia Night
Is on in just over a weeks’ time. We have had great tickets sales, so if you are thinking about coming along,
pop into the office and grab your tickets now. $20 each, tables of ten available. This year there are great
prizes up for grabs and some amazing auction items too. Alan from Trivia with a Twist will be hosting the
night, which promises to be full of fun and games. Snacks are sorted with a Vegas & Rose Grazing box which
can be pre ordered from the office until Monday 11th November. Drinks at bar prices. Don’t forget this is a
CASH ONLY event.
Ballarat Show Day Public Holiday
Reminder to parents that Friday 8th November is Ballarat Show Day public holiday and students will NOT be
required at school.

Assembly
Please note that due to swimming assembly will be held at 9am every second Friday, the next one being
Friday 15th November.
Curriculum Days
In 2019 we have one Curriculum Day remaining. This will be Thursday 7th November. Please note students
are not required at school on this day.
Student Medications
If students require medication during school time, parents/guardians must come into the office and
complete a Medication Authority form. All medication must be in its original packaging with the pharmacy
label attached.
2020 Prep Enrolments
Do you have a child starting Prep in 2020? Our enrolments are open, so please pop past the office and
collect an enrolment pack to secure your child’s enrolment at Caledonian Primary for 2020. Our Prep
classes fill fast, so please act now. We will be beginning transition activities during Term 4. School Tours
can be organised through the office.
Students Arriving Late to School
In the morning our bell rings at 8:45 and then again at 8:50am. Students should enter the school on the first
bell and be in their classroom ready to commence their days work by the second bell (8:50am). Students
who arrive late to class disrupt the class, interrupt the teacher’s lesson and miss out on important
information given out first thing in the morning. Students arriving late are recorded on Compass and this
information is passed onto the Department of Education. We understand that sometimes it is not possible
to get your child to school on time but we urge you to make a concerted effort to ensure your child is at
school by 8:45am.
Website
We are currently making some changes/upgrades to the CPS website. You will now find a calendar, the
newsletter and other information under the ‘News’ tab.
No Hat No Play
As we are a Sun Smart School students must wear a hat whenever they are outside at school during term 4
and Term 1. Students must have a school wide brimmed hat; please do not send along peak caps. Hats are
available from Lowes or Beleza.
Any student without a hat from Monday 14th will have to sit in a shaded place whilst outside.
Scholastic Book Fair
We are once again hosting the Scholastic Book Fair from Monday 11 th – Friday 15th November. The Book
Fair will be set up in Pelican Place and will run from 8.30 am – 8.45 am and 3.15 pm – 3.30 pm for the
week.

Christine Sullivan Retirement and Gift
Brown Hill Kindergarten's leading educator, Christine Sullivan, is retiring after 14 years, and we are hoping
to make her a retirement present of a photobook, filled with art and messages from her former students,
to thank her for all her work. We are asking former Brown Hill Kindergarten students to draw or write
about a favourite memory from their time with Christine. Use a plain white A4 page for each child and do
not fold it (the creases will show when the photo is scanned!) and write the child’s name on the front.
Then bring the artwork/message back to Brown Hill Kindergarten (give it to any one of the teachers but not
Christine - it's supposed to be a secret! 🙂) or your primary school office by Thursday November 21st.We
plan on presenting Christine with the photo book at her going away party at the kindergarten on Friday
13th December between 2.30 and 4pm. Everyone is welcome to attend to have some afternoon tea and a
play - RSVP is not required. If you have any questions please call/SMS on 0404802707. Please feel free to
tell any other parents of former Brown Hill Kindergarten students what we are doing - we hope to get as
many contributions as possible. Thank you again for all your help! Jen Brown
EB Training at Haddon Go Kart Track
On the 29th of November the EB peddlers went up to the
Haddon Go Kart Track to get some experience on a proper racing track and practice our pit process. There
were high school students from Ballarat Specialist School and they came down to practice with us. Two
students would be in the cart at the same time- first lap was a lap to get a feel of the tracks and the rest
were hot laps. During this time, the rest of the students were doing fitness training with Mr Clarke. We did
running, sit ups, planks and push-ups. We also played Scarecrow and many other games. This excursion
helped all the EB kids learn what Maryborough will be like, what gear improves the speed in certain areas
and how to work together in a team without bickering. My favourite part was the team bonding. We
learned what everyone was into, what we do to pass time and share strategies about with gear is easier,
how to prevent the chain from coming off and what ways easier to go around the corners.
From Sophie Wood

Netball
Congratulations to the 5/6 and 3/4 school netball teams for a terrific season of netball. Both teams have
showed great team work, encouragement and supported each other throughout the games. It has been a
pleasure to watch them develop their netball skills and team work. Thank you netballers for a great season.
Please remember to return netball uniforms to the office ASAP.

Brown Hill Playgroup @ Caledonian Primary School
All babies and preschool age children welcome!
Held every Wednesday morning 9am-11am at Caledonian Primary School, Multi-Purpose
Room (Excluding school and public holidays).
Bring a piece of fruit to share and a gold coin donation.
Find us on Facebook.
Any questions? Contact Caledonian Primary School on 5332 6955.

Kid's Club is on this term!
Kid's Club is a program run by the Brown Hill Uniting Church to which all Caledonian school children are
invited. Kid's Club will be on Tuesdays 22nd and 29th Oct and 5th Nov, 3.20pm till 5pm in the church hall
on the corner of Humffray and Thompson streets.
We provide a nutritious afternoon tea; we play games, share a story and make stuff! We anticipate lots of
wholesome fun and ask only for a gold coin donation and friendly enthusiasm in return! Please pick up a
registration form from the school office.
Parents are welcome to stay, visit, or make further enquiries, Louise 0407 893468 or Val 53315257.

Energy Breakthrough
Energy Breakthrough is well on its way with teams announced!
Thank you to the following businesses for sponsoring and supporting Caledonian Primary
School with Energy Breakthrough, we appreciate your support.
Thank you to Braden Shanker for once again helping us out with the cart.

