Caledonian Primary School
Newsletter
Tuesday 3rd March, 2020
Swimming

Calendar
Wednesday 4th- School Cross Country

March

Wednesday 4th- Preps do not attend school
Thursday 5th – Bulb Drive orders and payment due
Monday 9th- Labour Day Public Holiday- Students do not attend school
Thursday 12th- School Athletic Sports at Llanberris
Friday 20th – Bakers Delight Lunch (Order forms will be distributed the week before)
Tuesday 24th - School Photos
Thursday 26th – Grade 1 Late Stay/Grade 2 Sleepover
Friday 27th- Last day of term, students dismissed at 2.30 pm
Tuesday 14th – Term 2 begins

April

Appreciations
Thank you to Jodie and Tim Barry from Ullina who have donated 20 hay bales for our harvest
Picnic and gardens.
 Thank you to the everyone who donated to the Welcome Harvest Afternoon
 Thank you to the Parent Engagement Committee for running an amazing Welcome Harvest
Afternoon.
 Thank you to the parents who have volunteered to help run our Brekkie Club this term.



To the school Community
Why is it so hard to get a 12 year old to have good hygiene? Or any child really… I ask my daughter to brush
her teeth and I get a groan and an eye roll. I ask her to wash her hair and I get a groan and an eye roll. I ask
her to put deodorant on and I don’t get a groan and an eye roll, I get a screech of “dad you’re so
embarrassing”. I honestly would appreciate any advice as I am now prepared to simply hose her down in
the back yard…
We have all read of Covid-19 (or corona virus) and although I am very optimistic that this won’t become an
issue in Ballarat, there are some practices we can all implement that will help with all sorts of diseases that
are common in schools like gastro, colds and flu.
 washing your hands often with soap and water


using a tissue and cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze



avoiding close contact with others, such as touching



avoid touching your nose, eyes and mouth

To be fair none of these things is something a child finds easy to do. Nose picking, playing in close contact
with others and coughing are all things kids generally do. However please have a conversation with your
child about hygiene- you may have more luck that I do!
Athletics and Cross Country over the next two weeks are going to be wonderful events. We are building
some House spirit after our colours day last Thursday and the shiny new shield looks great. If you can make
it please do come along!
Last week we had our Harvest Picnic and it was a huge success. Open classrooms allowed parents and
friends to see the work we have started at all year levels and students led their parents through the writers
and readers notebooks we have started up already this year. We are hugely appreciative for all the support
from our parent organisers and those who helped and donated.
Letters and Sounds is a structured phonemic approach that is being implemented in Prep, 1 and 2 classes.
Letters and Sounds is a systematic approach for teaching children to read using phonics. Traditionally,
children were taught letter names however, letter names don’t always represent their pronunciation
which can confuse children when they try to pronounce words made up of these letters or “sound it out”.
The phonic approach encourages us to directly link letters (graphemes) to sounds (phonemes), and to
teach children pure sounds. This is an evidenced based and sequential approach that ensures children
learn to read and additionally assists in emergent writing and spelling.
I would encourage you to support your child in Letters and Sounds. If you have a child in Prep, 1 or 2 there
are abundant resources and reading materials online if you would like to support your child’s phonemic
development.
Welcome to Autumn. It seems the weather has turned and we are well on our way to a proper Ballarat
winter…
Have a great long weekend!
Ben

Hi Everyone, What a fantastic day we had last Thursday with all the students dressing up in their house
colours. It was great to see the team spirit at a high level and some of the outfits were outstanding!
Wednesday is Cross Country day. A carnival to be held at Russel Square with students from grade one to six
all participating. Please keep an eye out for the information document with all the need to knows about
the day! It would be good for students to ensure they have suitable running shoes for this day. Thursday
the 12th of March, is our Athletics carnival. I am super excited for this day!! It will be a day full of fun
activities and sports for all the students, and a chance for staff to demonstrate their skills from yesteryear!!

Finally, a big shout out to Fraser Read, Jack Leech, Wally and Cassandra Scott for their performances at the
School Sport Victoria Division Swimming Championships. They represented our school well and gave it
their all! Well done to you all!!!
Hope to see you all over the coming weeks at one of our BIG sporting days! Your friendly neighbourhood
PE guy, Simon.
School Photos
Due to a clash of dates we have had to change School Photos to Tuesday 24th March. We are using Arthur
Reed Photography again this year. In the weeks leading up to photo day you will receive a flyer with your
childs code on it and instructions on how to register. Orders do not need to be placed until after photo day,
you will receive updates from the Photo Company about this. Below is some information from the Arthur
ReedSchool Photo Day 2020 – Caledonian Primary School
Annual school photos will be taken on 24 March, 2020 when sibling photos will also be taken by request.
IMPORTANT - To ensure a sibling photo is taken on photo day, please complete your request online before midday on
the day before photo day.
Grab your phone and go to arphotos.typeform.com/to/wZjtEZ
2. Enter the name and class of the eldest child to be in the photo
3. Enter the names of all other children to be included in the photo
There is no need to return any forms or payment to school for photos before photo day however if you do not have
internet access you may contact the school for an order form.
School photo ordering details will be issued closer to photo day.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club has now commenced, it runs on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 8.20 am.
Phone Calls- School Number appear as Private Number when we call you
Update about phone calls from school to you. If we call you, the call is displayed as ‘Private number’.
Please answer these calls as we may have an emergency and need to speak with you about your
child/ren.
Mobile Phones and Wearable Devices
In 2019 the Premier announced a ban on mobile phones in schools. At Caledonian we have developed a
Mobile Phone Policy that is consistent with DET expectations. The policy requires any phone to be handed
to a teacher at the beginning of the day for secure storage and that wearable devices with internet
capability are not to be worn (an example of a wearable device would be an apple watch). This policy is
consistent across all schools in the state and is fully implemented this year. A copy of the full policy is
available and will be uploaded to the school website.
No Hat No Play
As we are a Sun Smart School students must wear a hat whenever they are outside at school during term 4
and Term 1. Students must have a school wide brimmed hat; please do not send along peak caps. Hats are
available from Lowes or Beleza.
Annual privacy reminder
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website.
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. This
information also available in nine community languages.

Bell Times 2020
Bell times will remain the same for 2020
First bell- 8.45 am
Second bell- 8.50 am
Recess- 11 am – 11.30 am
Lunch Eat- 12.30 pm – 12.45 pm
Afternoon Recess- 1.45 pm – 2.15 pm
Students dismissed- 3.15 pm
Children arriving after 9 am must collect a late pass from the office.
Uniform
Caledonian Primary School requires all students to be dressed in our school uniform. A copy of our school
uniform policy can be found on the school website or at the school office.
No Publish to Media
If you do not wish for us to use your child’s name and images as part of media and advertising for the
school, please contact the office and let us know.

WELCOME HARVEST AFTERNOON
Apple slinkies, popcorn, fresh produce bursting out of paper bags and the sensational smell of cooking
snags was the vibe of Tuesday afternoon as children ran from their classrooms and into
the Welcome Harvest Afternoon. The school was a hive of activity as over 200 people - families, friends and
community mingled and met the school body.
It was sensational to see so many families support this event, which provided a wonderful opportunity for
the children to show their family through their classroom, meet their teacher and see what they are
currently learning.
It also created a relaxing environment for families to wander around the grounds and take in the unique
gardens and facilities that Caledonian Primary School has to offer. We are all often so busy on a daily basis
getting our kids through the door or ushering them off to after-school events, but Tuesday was a time to
stop, meet and greet so many people that have an impact on our children’s young lives.
This event was supported by many in our own school family as well as the wider Brown Hill and Ballarat
community. We want to take this time to thank the members of the Parent Engagement
and Fundraising Subcommittee and Cindy from the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program for all
their planning and preparation of the event.
We would also like to thank the following groups and businesses:










Jodie and Tim Barry from Ullina - 20 bales of hay
The Hidden Orchard - box of freshly harvested local pears
Ballarat Wholefoods Collective - 1 kg organic corn kernels (for the popcorn)
Boomerang Bags - reusable cloth bags for the produce
Glenn and Kerryn from Baker's Delight Bakery Hill - 12 loaves of bread and paper bags for produce
Brown Hill Lions Club - donation of time to cook and serve 300 sausages
Susan Crocker Speech pathology - fresh produce
Growmaster Warrenheip - seeds
Ballarat Toy Library for use of some outdoor toys




School families who donated produce from their gardens
All the wonderful families and friends in the community who donated produce

Thanks also to the 21 adults and numerous kids who came to help on Sunday morning at the Working Bee
to tidy up the grounds. Thanks also to Jake from Ballarat Treeworks for donating a load of woodchips for
the garden and removing the stump between the multi and Pelican Place.
With around $350 raised we are hoping to put the money towards painting the garden shipping container
and upgrading the chook house with a beautiful picket fence.
This event could not have taken place without the support of the school community so thank you and we
look forward to seeing you throughout the year at many of our other events.
Caledonian Primary School - Welcome Harvest Afternoon
AFFIRMATION TREE RESPONSES
Here are some of the great responses that people pegged to the Affirmation Tree at the Welcome Harvest
Afternoon:
What I love about my school:
I like Mr P, It's BIG because you get to play in a BIG playground, I love to draw and colour in, I love my
teacher, she is the BEST,I am grateful for Lego, I love PE, I like everything about my school, I love X-box, I
love Chromebook.
I am proud of…
I am proud of my body, I am proud of this school, I am proud of my friends and family and my Mum and
Dad, I am proud of the school community, I am so proud of tonight and the effort of the people. I love you,
I am proud of my friends and my school and my teachers, I am proud that we have monkey bars, I am
proud of all the food we have grown, I am proud of hearts, I am proud of tonight and all the effort of
people, such as the teachers, parents and the students.
CPS Family Engagement and Fundraising (FE&F) - March Update
Key Dates
Wednesday 4 March: 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm, CPS Cross Country, Russell Square. Volunteers needed.
Thursday 5 March: Bulb Drive orders and payments due back to school.
Thursday 12 March: 9.00 am - 3.00 pm, CPS Athletic Sports, Llanberris Stadium. Volunteers needed.
Friday 13 March: National Ride to School Day.
Friday 13 March: 9.00 am - 10.00 am, Family Engagement and Fundraising (FE&F) Subcommittee meeting, staff
room. All welcome.
Tuesday 17 March: Baker's Delight Lunch forms and payment due back.
Friday 20 March: Baker's Delight Lunch.
Monday 23 March: Hot Cross Bun forms and payment due back.

Thursday 26 March: 3.00 pm - 3.30pm, Hot Cross Buns available for collection.
Updates
Working Bee and Welcome Harvest Afternoon
What a fantastic night we all had at the Welcome Harvest Afternoon! Read all about it in the separate report.
Thanks again to all those families who helped out at the Working Bee - it was a great effort.
Bulb Drive
So far, we have received over $500 in bulb orders, which means around $250 in fundraising for the school garden.
Families have also donated over $100 so far, to be invested in bulbs for the school garden - keep you eye out for
them in Spring! Orders and payment are due by Thursday 5 March.
Cross Country and Athletics
Volunteers are still needed for the Cross Country on Wednesday 4 March and the Athletic Sports on Thursday 12
March. If you are available and have your Working With Children Check, please contact Eloise:
eloisekbrown@yahoo.com.au.
National Ride2School Day
National Ride2School Day is Australia’s biggest celebration of active travel. It is a day when students, teachers and
parents are encouraged to ride, scoot, skate or walk all or part-way to school. Join more than 350,000 students
across the nation who will use active travel to get to school. Have a go!
Family Engagement and Fundraising (FE&F) Subcommittee meeting
Everyone is welcome to attend this meeting where we will be discussing engagement and fundraising activities for
Term 2, including: ANZAC Day, Mothers' Day, Reconciliation Week, the potato drive, the tree drive and any new
ideas. If you are unable to attend the meeting and have some suggestions, please email Sarah:
sgreenwoodsmith@fastmail.com. We will meet in the staff room from 9.00 am - 10.00 am on Friday 13 March.
Baker's Delight Lunch
Next week, forms will be distributed for the Term One Baker's Delight lunch. The school will make $1 in fundraising
for each lunch purchased. If you are available to help pack and distribute the lunches on Friday 20 March, please
email Sarah: sgreenwoodsmith@fastmail.com.
Hot Cross Bun Drive
Next week, forms will also be distributed for the Hot Cross Bun Drive. There will be several delicious varieties of hot
cross buns available to purchase from Baker's Delight Bakery Hill. If you are available to help pack and distribute the
hot cross buns on Thursday 26 March, please email Eloise: eloisekbrown@yahoo.com.au.
Volunteering
All volunteers at CPS are required to have their Working With Children Check (WWCC). They are free of charge to
obtain for volunteers. If you need help to organise a WWCC, please contact the front office.
Family Engagement and Fundraising Subcommittee

Brown Hill Playgroup @ Caledonian Primary School
All babies and preschool age children welcome!
Held every Wednesday morning 9am-11am at Caledonian Primary School, Multi-Purpose
Room (Excluding school and public holidays).
Bring a piece of fruit to share and a gold coin donation.
Find us on Facebook.
Any questions? Contact Caledonian Primary School on 5332 6955.

Kids Club at Brown Hill Uniting Church
Kids Club is an after-school program offered to the Caledonian School community by the Brown Hill Uniting
Church held in the church hall. This school term it is on Tuesdays 3 rd, 10th and 17th March, 3.15 to 5.00pm.
We begin with a light nutritious afternoon tea then settle in with a couple of fun games. The theme for the
afternoon is based on a story from the bible which we explore in a child friendly way, to seek meaning for
us to live as people inspired by Jesus. We finish with an art, craft or cooking activity.
Our volunteers all hold Working With Children Checks and Brown Hill Church is a Safe Church.
Please ask at the school office for the registration form or phone Louise on 0407 893468 for more
information.

Yes, Friday 13th March is the day for students to ride to school.
We have a number of students who are riding everyday, which is great.
Let’s see how many more students we can get riding or scooting to school and
we’ll be recording our results on the national data base.
Let’s get active.
Appreciations
Many thanks to all the volunteers who attended the Working Bee.
Appreciation to the Breakfast Club Volunteers.
Harvest Festival organisers. Wonderful effort and a great success.

